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Notes to the Performers

Though Prospero VVariations is intended as a monodrama for soprano and ensemble (reduction for
soprano and piano available from the composer), it can also be performed (and indeed was
premiered) as a concert piece. In both cases, some elements of staging and presentation should be
considered:

- In the third act/movement, the flutist and clarinetist are asked to play a simple percussion part.
This is intended to make the performance practical for the percussionist, as well as to add to the
sense of “otherness” that is at the heart of this movement; this may require a €geater pause
between the second and third movements. If desired, the percussionist may’flerform these parts if
this proves simpler. Alternately, staging decisions (if costumes, dancers, inolved) may
highlight this ensemble shift. Any of these scenarios are acceptable.

- In several instances, the vocalist is asked to speak a few lines of
sprechstimme. 1f the work is performed semi-staged or as a co
memorized and delivered as if part of a dramatic performa

page).

gue, as well as to declaim in
iscegthese lines should be
n simply read off the

Additionally, the opening and closing passages, as well as third movement, include phrases that
are non-metered and/or aleatoric in nature whic ay requi tention in rehearsal.

- In the closing and opening passages (as we e'passage for triangles in the third movement),
the percussionist is asked to play quietly on at ree different-sized triangles. This should be
done very quietly and unhurriedly, cregting a soft but shimmering atmosphere. The pattern of
triangles played need not be const 11, but could resemble wind chimes in a very gentle and
gradual breeze. This should cong

ideline for an approximate tempo of the unmetered section. It is
inger and any players that perform the start of the unmetered

- At letter “A’ third movement, box notation and cue numbers are utilized. At each cue
number, the con need simply cue the players indicated and allow them to complete the
notated phrase, or aillow them to simply continue their indicated performance instructions until
complete when indicated as such (e.g;, at “1”, the violin, ‘cello, and ‘piano continue their pattern in
their own tempo until “6”; the singer speaks at “2,” followed by the bass clarinet gesture at “3”; the
singer speaks again at “4” followed closely by the flute; at “5” the flute and clarinet join with the
singer until the text declamation is complete; the bass drum ends the passage at “6”). The indicated
number of repetitions (e.g. “2-4x”) is the total number of times the passage is played; where a
range of repeats is given, the conductor and players cue off of the time it takes for the singer to
declaim the text.
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Program Notes

In addition to being (likely) the last play that he wrote alone, The Tempest is also one of the most
overtly musical of Shakespeare’s works. Though much of his writing references music and
associated revelry (for instance, the famous monologue “If musicke be the food of love,” from
another storm-tossed play, Twelfth Night), the use of music-as-magic throughout The Tempest is truly
remarkable. In addition to being pervasive, it is also egalitarian. It seems no surprise that Ariel, a
sprite of the air, would use music to enchant spirit and human alike (his song “F§ll fathom five” is
famously found in the repertoire of Igor Stravinsky, Michael Tippett, and Ra 4_-‘ VWeughan Williams).
Surprisingly, the vengeful earth-spirit Caliban also shows a sensitivity for pfe BQ not afeard, this
isle is full of noises: sounds and sweet airs, which give delight, and hurt

I was delighted, then, to have the opportunity to work with this t
director of the Peabody Opera, and the Annapolis Opera com
Ariels Tempest, a one-act version of the play performed as an ct to children in the
greater Baltimore, Annapolis, and Washington, D.C. areas. I was a tunate to have Danielle
Buonaiuto—the vocalist dedicatee and first performer gfjythe work—give premiere performances in
Apriel’s Tempest as the Narrator. Both her performance, an music developed from the source
material, begged to be revisited in an expanded wghk.

2011 when Roger Brunyate,
edme to write the music for

The result, after a period of gestation, was L, o Wariations, a fantasia on texts freely garnered
from throughout The Tempest. Most of the wo culled from Prospero’s or the spirits’ (Ariel’s
and Caliban’s) speeches. The (purposeflly loose) plot draws on the magical trope of The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice: a magician summons creaglires, (here, embodied through the instruments of the
ensemble) beyond her or his cont, ugh face the consequences. In the original play, Prospero
served as a creative nexus: balancing ecyl the real and fantastic worlds within the play, and
serving (perhaps) as a reflection of the agnor. Tonight, Prospero serves a similar role: as composer
and composed, director a cted—vying for, and, ultimately, relinquishing control over the
creative forces summo herefore, is more mythic than linear, a hero’s-journey-cum-
meditation where spirits ki malicious reveal the revels of creation, the prison of depression,
and the fragile th of hopejnat lies between and beyond.

Text

Act 1

Come unto these yellow sands,

And then take hands:

Courtsied when you have and kiss'd
The wild waves whist,

Foot it featly here and there;

And, sweet sprites, the burthen bear.
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Hark, hark!

Spirits, which by mine art

I have from your confines call'd to enact
My present fancies:

Come on; obey:

Thy nerves are in their infancy again
And have no vigour in them.

Awake, dear heart, awake! thou hast slept well; Awake!
The fringed curtains of thine eye advance

And say what seest thou yond

O, wondet!

How many goodly creatures are there here!

Be not afeard; the isle is full of noises,

Sounds and sweet airs, that give delight and hurt not.
Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments

Will hum about mine ears, and sometime voices
That, if I then had waked after long sleep,

Will make me sleep again: and then, in dreaming,
The clouds methought would open and show rigJ#s
Ready to drop upon me that, when I waked,

I cried to dream again.

Act 11

Sweet, now, silence! There's som se to do: hush, and be mute,
Or else our spell is mart'd.

Elements, so free! Obey an attentiv

Go make thyself like a sea: be subject

Thou earth, thou! spgik.
Come forth, I say! And beat thy tabor!

Now does my project gather to a head:
My charms crack not; my spirits obey; and time
Goes upright with his carriage.

Such shapes, such gesture and such sound, expressing,
Although they want the use of tongue, a kind

Of excellent dumb discoutse.

O heaven, O earth, bear witness to this sound

And crown what I profess with kind event

If I speak true! if hollowly, invert
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What best is boded me to mischief! Hark, they roat!

These powers have

Incensed the seas and shores, yea, all the creatures,

Against our peace.

I endow’d their purposes with words that made them known;
But now wouldst they gabble like a thing most brutish...
Sometime like apes that mow and chatter at me

Sometime am I all wound with adders who with cloven tongues
Do hiss me into madness.

And, sometime, like the figure of a harpyl!

Do not torment me!

Hell is empty, and all the devils are here!

Act 111

Full fathom five thy father lies;

Of his bones are coral made;
Those are pearls that were his eyes:
Nothing of him that doth fade
But doth suffer a sea-change

Into something rich and strange.
Sea-nymphs houtly ring his knell...

What is the time o' the day?
Past the mid season.

At least two glasses.

The time "twixt six and now—
One midnight—

A dozen years—

Before the time be out?

No morel!

No tongue! all eyes! be silent:

My soul but fi eyrr of the mad and play'd
Some tricks of ation.
It is a torment to la on the damn’d!

Canst thou remember

A time before we came unto this cell?
What seest thou else

In the dark backward and abysm of time?

Whate’er my power might else exact,
Made such a sinner of my memory...

Of all things temporal I think myself now incapable...

There’s something else to do:
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Dost thou forget?

I awakened an evil nature...

I have given a third of mine own life, neglecting worldly ends. ..
And my trust, like a good parent,

Did beget falsechood in its contrary as great

As my trust was. I gave dalliance too much reign.

Tis time.

My charms I'll break,
Their senses I'll restore,
And they shall be themselves....

Act IV

Ye elves of hills, brooks, standing lakes and groves,
And ye that on the sands with printless foot

Do chase the ebbing Neptune and do fly him
When he comes back; you demi-puppets that

By moonshine do the green sour ringlets make,
Whereof the ewe not bites, and you whose pasti

Is to make midnight mushrooms, that rejoice

To hear the solemn curfew; by whose aid,

Weak masters though ye be, I have bedimm'd

I here abjure, wiitn I have required
Some heavenly m which even now I do,
To work mine end u their senses that

This airy charm is fot, I'll break my staff,
Bury it certain fathoms in the earth,

And deeper than did ever plummet sound
I'll drown my book.

I drink the air before me, and return.
ActV
I arise...

O, cherubim.
Infused with a fortitude from heaven, teach me how
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To name the bigger light, and how the less,
That burn by day and night:
I arise.

The charm dissolves apace,

And as the morning steals upon the night,
Melting the darkness, so their rising senses
Begin to chase the ignorant fumes that mantle
Their clearer reason,

For their revels now are ended. These spirits,
Are melted into air, into thin air:

And, like the baseless fabric of this vision,
The cloud-capp'd towers, the gorgeous palaces,
The solemn temples, the great globe itself,

Ye all which it inherit, shall dissolve

And, like this insubstantial pageant faded,
Leave not a rack behind. We atre such stuff

As dreams are made on, and our little life

Is rounded with a sleep.

And when I waked, I cried to dream again...
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FL

(at Perc.
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66  Adrift (J = ¢ 46, but very flexible)

Very freely; unmetered (but Jd=c 120)
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Adrift (J=c 46, but very flexible)
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[Spoken]: What is

Y1 T—= the time o' the day?
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25 /A

S Past the mid season... At least two glasses... The time twist then and now?

A ﬂZ.
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28
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There's some-thing else
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P
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FL
(Picc.)

Bb CL
(Bass)

Vin.

Pno.

Perc.

3
o))

attacca

p optinue to cresc. through all repeats

poco f

L.

E
Adrift (o =c 46, but very flexible)
% ...'Tis time...my charms I'll break; their senses I'll restore, and they shall be themselves. =
T ~
68 _ @
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p 4 7
y 40 |- o -
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Soprano

Piccolo

Clarinet in Bb

Violin

Cello

Piano

Percussion

IV.

Invoking, gaining energy ( J =c.40) poco accel. m f — mp — ——
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As nothing; evaporative
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Improvise quietly on (at least) three triangles,
changing patterns and rhythms, but always
gently and in the background, as if played

by the wind, or half-remembered.



Douglas Buchanan
P R E V I E W


